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“God forbid you should be exiled from New 
Orleans, but if the worst should come to pass, 
Simon Gunning’s paintings could prove as 
necessary to your survival as air-shipped 
seafood, king cake and brass band recordings. 
Because Gunning is so good at the details 
of our environment, it’s easy to treat him 
as a purveyor of high-priced souvenirs, a 
craftsman who puts his brush at the service of 
local color; yet his real loyalties are to painting 
itself. His oils have a personal signature — 
plunging perspectives, calligraphic brushwork 
and occasional cartoon distortions — that set 
them apart from the plodding realism of the 
topographic painter and give them a universal 
appeal. Does one need to live near Paris to 
appreciate the life captured by Monet and his 
Impressionist colleagues? Like those artists, 
Gunning has taken up the quintessential 
modernist task — much neglected today — 
which is to create painterly equivalents for 
the quotidian, to translate the evanescent 
phenomena of everyday life into marks, colors 
and compositions that are purely his own.”

- Chris Waddington, 
The Times-Picayune
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